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rnent given to their provinces. This freedom Is inherent in
every province and that given by paragraph 5 will remain
intact.
u There appears to me no other way of avoiding the
apparent conflict between tiie two paragraphs as also the
change of compulsion u hicn would immediately alter the
noble character of the document.
** I would, therefore, ask all those who are perturbed bf
the group proposals and the arbitrary assignment that if my
interpretation is valid there is not the slightest cause for
perturbation,''
But is Gandhiji's interpretation the same as the official
interpretation I No. The British Ministers clearly announced
that their interpretation was different from the popular one*
According to them the provinces will not have the rig.it to
drop out of the groups. What they will have the right to do is
to a*k for a revision of the constitution at the end of ten years*
" During the long course of the history of British rule in
India,0 Gandhiji savs, '' the official interpretation has held
sway, and it has been enforce?. I have not hesitated
before now to say that the office oi the law-giver, judge and
executioner is combined in one person in India. Is not the
State document a departure from the imperialistic tradition ?
I have answered ' yes '.
But still he adds that if the official interpretation prevails,
it will be a bad omen.
Be that as it mav, let us glance over the shortcomings'
Gandhiji points out:
'* The Delegation, after a brief spell in Simla> returned to
Delhi on the Mti May and issued their statement. One
would have thought that they would have formed the Central
Government before issuing the statement. But they issued
the statement first and then set about the search for the
formation of the interim Government. It is taking a long
time coming, whilst the millions are starving for want of
food and clothing. This is defect No. 1.
** Question of p^ramounrcy is unsolved. It is not enough
to say that paramountcy will end witn the end of British rule
in India. If it persists without check during the interim
period, it will leave behind a difficult legacy for the Govern"
ment* If it cannot be ended with the establishment^of the